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invitation issued by the triumvirate which was at this period at the
head of all public movements, Tyabji, Telang and Pherozeshah. The
last two were appointed honorary secretaries along with Dinshaw
Wacha. There were the usual speeches, and the usual orators,
and the new Association was started amidst considerable public
enthusiasm.
In his speech on the occasion, Pherozeshah quoted with approval
from an address which Lord Dufferin had given ten years before to
an audience at Quebec, in the course of which His Lordship had
stated that no man, especially in a young country, whatever his
occupation, was justified in dissociating himself altogether from all
contact with political affairs. The speaker endorsed this view, and
pleaded for the co-operation of young men in the task of national
regeneration. He believed in their capacity, and looked forward to a
time when they might produce men like Dadabhai Naoroji. But
before such a consummation was achieved, he asked them to devote
themselves even at some sacrifice to the -cause of the country. Here a
voice from the audience interjected "as you are doing," at which there
was general cheering. On the conclusion of the speech, Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy was appointed the first President of the Association, and
several Vice-Presidents were elected from among the leading men of
every community.
The Association which thus came into being showed considerable
activity in the early years of its existence. By resolutions, memorials
and public meetings, it focussed the general feeling of the com-
munity on all matters of common interest. Nothing seemed too
trivial for its notice, if it involved a question of principle. It pro-
tested repeatedly and vehemently, for instance, against the appoint-
ment of Mr. Macleod (as he then was) to the second Judgeship of
the Small Causes Court. It did so on principle, little knowing that
the youthful and inexperienced lawyer whose appointment it was so
stoutly opposing, was destined to occupy the highest position in the
judiciary of the Presidency with the general approval of the public
and the profession. The interest which the public took in the As-
sociation was somewhat lukewarm and its activities were mostly due
to the energy and enthusiasm of the three men who controlled its
destinies, a fact which gave occasion for the sneer in which Lord